THE  COUNTRY  AND   ITS   POPULATION
and history knows many populations which have changed their
language.
Even ethnography is no sure guide to origin; for the customs of
one people may be imparted to another - Gaul, for instance,
having adopted the usages of Rome. The descent of a people
depends upon neither its history, its language, nor its customs,
but is a fact of a physiological order, which anthropology alone
is equipped for studying.
Anthropologists have attempted to classify the peoples of Europe
by observing the physical characters of living individuals in such
a way as to bring together in a single group and under the same
name those presenting the same combination of physical features,
The first fact they have established is that the large majority of
Europeans living at the present day display an incoherent jumble
of features belonging to different types, so that we do not know
under what group to classify each individual; a mixture of features
may be observed in the same person which may arise from crosses
between parents of different races. And however far back we may
go by means of prehistoric archaeology, we may still find in the
same burying-place skeletons of different types and of mixed types;
from which we may conclude that, even in prehistoric limes, there
were no peoples of pure race in Europe,
To arrive at a classification of these peoples, the greater part of
which are too mixed for it to be possible to place any one of thorn
in a distinct category, anthropologists have been reduced to con-
ducting their operations upon that minority of individuals only
which presents a combination of features all of which belong to
one and the same clearly defined type. By this means they have
managed to distinguish three principal varieties in Europe, also
known as races. In order to determine how these races arc dis-
tributed over the surface of Europe, they have tried to establish
in what proportion the characters proper to each race are to be
found in the inhabitants of different countries. This process has
resulted in a recognition of the fact that the three races are dis-
posed in three zones, going from south to north. In the south the
'Mediterranean' race extends along both shores of the Mediter-
ranean - a short people with long heads (dolichocephalic),1 very
1 There are some specialists who now no longer consider the form of the skull -
so long regarded by anthropologists as an essential feature - to be a permanent
character belonging to a whole race.	,	'
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